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Pressure by American news organiza-

tions has forced a commiitment from the
Central Intelligence Administration that
it will no longer employ American and
foreign journalists woxkinq for American
news media although it is dragging its
feet in doing so. Perhaps further pressure
can bring the same assurance CIA will

not emp!oy journalists working for
foreign news media, wh:ch s0 far it has

declined to do. - -
The board of drrectors of the Amencan
Socnety of Newspaper Editors at its

._meeting in_Honolulu the week before
’I‘hanksowmg adopted a resolution call-

: mo on CIA *'to give assurance that it has

completeu the - termination of CIA

-employment of all’ correspondents of

U, 8. news media. In addition, the ASNE

-board calls on the Prealdent and Con-

gress to require the CIA to extend this

- hands-off rule world-wide so as.to pro- "

 hibit CIA employment of journalists -
working for foreign news media as well
casfor Amencan media.””

- The resolution noted the order by CIA
Dzrector George Bush, February 11,
1976, directing CIA not to enter any fu-
ture contractual relahons}np with any
~full-time or part-timie correspondents of
American news media. It also noted as-
_surance by Bush.on June 24 to the Na-
tional News Council that the directive -
.idcluded stringers, foreign nationals and -
. freelancers workmo for Amencan news -
medxa. s L e

.

Loory of the Chicago Sun- Times. Repre-
sentmg CIA were Andrew Falkiewicz,
assistant to the director, and **a senior
CIA official who asked not to be iden-
txf" ed.”

" The NCEW memoxandum to members
on this meeting reports:

**1. The CIA has terminated relation-
ships. with American and foreign jour-

‘nalists working for American news

media, although sorae past relatioriships
stil may be the process of being
phased out. The latter would not be per-
forming intelligence tasks, even 1f they
still were being pald

402, Joumahsts in this classnﬁcatxon—-—
American or foreign journalists working
for American news media-—had only been
involved in mtelhgence-gathcnng, not in
p;antmg information. :

~*3. A CIA-financed news service
abroad is not considered an Amencan

news oroammtxon

“**4. The CIA rejects the NCEW con-
tennon that the CIA should not have re-
. lationships with foreign or American
Jjournalists in foreign news orgamzatxons.
"The officials said the CIA is in the
_foreign intelligence business to gather in-

- telligence under the law, and that * any

foreigner is of interest to us, anyone,
‘businessman, whatever, so we don’t
want to be cut off from zmyone mcludma
Joumahsts T

o NCEW c;hmted the comment from
s+ However,” theresohmon continued, : CIA that the February directive *“‘was

. L*CIA spokesmen said it would take time * highly unusual—one of only two or three
, ?to phase out all past arrangements with-.such pubhcly announced directives in the
,such people in an orderly manner. The., agency’s history—and that while it could
S ASNE is now told they were talking in - be rescinded secretly, the agency’s cre-
Tterms of completirig terminations by the . dibility would be damaged were it to do

.end of this-year.-This suggests the
—avency has not completed the severances -

© ;.nine months after they were ordered. We

L EtionT e

- ‘=mary promptly and publicly.”

Zask that the CIA® Director report com-  rescind were made.’” .. . - . ‘
- Expressing agreement w1th a state»

R ment Secretary Kissinger made to the -
v We further ask that the President by. annual NCEW meeting—**I disagree with-
J“executive order, or Congress and the  the pr actice of putting ml‘-‘!'ﬁadm" infor-

i:pliance with his’ directive of last Feb-

so and that fact came to light later.
- Therefore, they said, there would have
‘tobea pubhc statement if a decmon to

“President by joint resolution, prohibit the- mation into foreign newspapers”—CIA

w =
R

" CIA from emp[gylngnewsmen ofany na-- officials insisted they wanted -to retain
Coe. - the option of using *‘disinformation”

About the time the" ASNE reso]utgon ‘when necessary but would discuss with -

“'was adopted, on November 19 four rep- Director Bush that possibility of formaliz-
" resentatives of the National Conference ing Kissinger's statement as CIA policy.

 of Editorial Writers were meeting with -
.two CIA executives at the Langley, Va.,

) headquarters to discuss the same matter,

CIA officials said the level of this prac-
tice of “*disinformation’’ has fallen to al-
" most nothing and is no longer a problem.

NCEW was represented by its presi- - They al‘ﬁo minimized the 1mpact of
”dem, John J. Zakarian of the St. Louis = *‘fallout”—the verbatim reprinting or .
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“lem dor the U.S. and the reasons \'vhy

oy s -

- tend America’s own respect for a

CIA, as we once said, should keep its
cotton-pickin® hands off media and their
representatives here and abroad:

‘At the UNESCO conference in
Nairobi, American delegates urged all
nations to respect humanity's right to
news uncontrolled by governments for
their own ends. Those words lack force
so long as an agency of the American
government rcfuses to give assurance
that it will forego employment of foreign
newsmen for its own ends.

“The CIA has refused to give the

. world’s people that assurance, We be-

lieve the American people through their

elected representatives should require it
to do so. The interests of the United
States are not served if a U.S, agency
reserves the right to interfere with other
people’s sources of information. To ex-
free
and independent press to the c_ﬁ‘ons of
news media abroad weuld serve the
higher purposes of the U.S., and stand in
telling contrast to the practices of to-
talitarian systems which Americans ex-
pect theu‘ govcmment tore;;ect not emu-
late IR e
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